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million heciares greater than in 1947; in 1u49, it is £ million hectares greater
than in 1948.

A comparison of the first half of 1949 with the same period of 1948 shows
that the mumber of trucks acd tractors in sgriculturer was 13 times greater
in 1948, ike pumber of combines was Tl percent greater, michine tractor
stations carried out egricultural operations on 1€ million more hectares,
and the average yield per hecters was above the prewar lsvel.

The average rroductivity of a 15-horse power tractor, vwhich formerly did
not exceed 4 - 5 hectares, rose 20 parcent during spring s~wing of the current
yeer. On the Temizhbakekiy Sovkho: in the Kibau', 2 tractor driver sowed
918 hectares in 45 days, or more than 20 hectarss per day compared with the
required norm of 12 hectares. The Kray Ccmmittee of the Stavropol' Sovkhoz
Workers Trade Union used its experiente as a guide for all the sovkhuzes in
the kray. Unfortupately, otlar oblast trade union committees did not 1ift a
fingsr to sprread this expsrierncs among their tractor operaters.

The trade unions have done a remarkable job in enlightening the workers,
enployees, and kclkhoz and sovkhoz members in regard to tho problsms of
cattle-raising. For instance, 485 msstings were held in Rostov Cblast; they
wero attended by mors than 22,000 workers. As a result, more than 11,000
milkers, celf tenlers, shepherds, henwives, covherds, and othems revised
their previously assumed dbligations urwards.

The resulta of the competition iu cattls-iaising are already apparent.
Tha average milk yield per grazing cow on the sovkhozes us 1,021 kilogrums
“on 1 July 1949 as againet 911 kilograms on the same date in 1948. The
average weight of a hog delivered for slaughter was 103 kilcgrams as against
85 kilograms last year.
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; The number of tractor plows and shallow plows produced in 1048 wag 3 times
that of 1GLT; tractor sseders, 2 times, trailer coubines, almost 5 times. In
tke sscomd cuarter of 1949, the number of tractors produced was 173 percent of
the number produced in the same period 1in 1648; grain combines, 200 percent of
threshers, 182 percent. At present, powerful $-80 tractors, self-propslled
combines, and electric tractors operate in the kolkhoz and sovkhoz fields. The
serial production of 55 new types of improved machines, for all branches of
sgriculture, hes been magtered. .

However, in 1943, sgriculture failed to rsceive 1ts complement of machin-
ery, including a consideiabls munter of sslf-propelled combines, seeders,
and cultivators, through the fault of a number of plarts. In the first
half of 1949, there was also a shorvage of ssaders and tree-planting machines.
The responeibility for such lagging rests with both the managemsnt of machline-
building plants and the corrcaponding trads unions, Soviet machine-lvilding
enginsers create the most perfect mechanisms in the world, but the gquality
of the produsts turrad out by the plants leave nuch o be desired.

In thie connection, the Central Comnittee of the Agricultural Machine-
Building Trade Union carried out a general inspection of the quelity of
production. It was established that at the October Revolution Plant, the
lov quality was due to the lack of. gkilled persomnel in the inepection
divieion. Ir another plant, 30 percent of the parts of self-propelled combines
were turned out without veing diss, special devices, or cutting tools. The
Central Committee hslped the managemeni ard workers to eliminete those short-
comings. Attention was given tc the organization of "excellent quality”
brigedes. Scores of the latter were organized in the Lyubertsy, Voronezh,
arl "Kraenyy Aksay" planta.

Most Important in the sclution of postwry agricultural problems is
the electrification of agriculturs® frocegses. By the end of the Five-Year
Plan, €11 the sovkhozes, MI', selecticn, and experimental stations, as well
es 50,000 kolkhozes sre to be elestrified. The capacity of rursl electric
installations will te rajieed tc 2 miilion kilowatts.

In Sverdlovsk Oblast, the first in the USSR to carry cut comrlete
electrification of ite kolkhoz villegss, electricity is enjoyed by 2,108
kolkhores, more than 900 cattle-raising ferms, ard 1,900 forges and work-
shops. Electric motors service the threshers, grain cleanera, gtraw cutters,
silege cutters, £louv mille, water-pumping stations, wood sawa, and lethes
in the kolkhoz workshops.

Electrification of agriculture in Moscow Oblast 18 to be completed in
1949, sgriculture 18 also being electrified in the Ukraine, in Chelyabinsk,
Molotov, and Gor'kiy oblasts, and’'e number of other areas. A spiric of
mtual cooperation uas been developed in +he industiriss raspciaathle for the
electrifization of kolkhozes and sovkhozes. The initiative of the Ural
Machine-Building Plant for instance, has served as an wxample to the enter-
prises of Sverdlovek Oblast to turn out more equipment than plamned for
the Tural power siations of Kazekhstan. The trade nnions of Moscow, like-
wige, are engaged 1n such work. The trade union councile must pley the
role of organizers during the initial atages of this activity.
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